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Keramic Art of Japan, George A. Audsley, James L. Bows, 1880
MINO.

This province is one of the most active seats of the manufacture of porcelain in Japan. The industry
was introduced in the year 1810, by members of the KATO family, who left Owari for that purpose,
and settled at the village of Ichinokura; their descendants still carry on the trade at that place, and at
numerous factories in the vicinity of the town of Tajimi. Amongst the most extensive makers we may
mention KATO GOSUKE, KATO MOSUKE, KATO KOHEI, and KATO HEIZAIMON, all of whom export
large quantities of their wares to Europe and the United States. Other kilns are situated at Tsumakimura,
where KUMAGAI YAKICHI is the leading potter.

The staple product consists of the eggshell porcelain saké cups, the exterior of which is covered with
a minute basket work of finely split bamboo, and which are now to be seen in almost every town and
village in western countries. The ware is sent in its undecorated state to Tokio, where it is ornamented
with landscapes, portraits of warriors or other celebrated characters, by the painters of that city; it is
afterwards sent to the province of Suruga, where the bamboo covering is applied and the ware completed
for export. Occasionally pieces of a larger size are made in the form of saké bottles and flower vases, and
sometimes lacquer is used in the decoration. A small quantity of ware decorated in blue and white is
also made. Prior to the introduction of the manufacture of porcelain only rude earthenware vessels were

made.
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2. THADW# s (Japanese Pottery)
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Japanese Pottery, A. W. Franks, 1880
MINO WARE.

This ware is made at several villages in the province of Mino, the chief manufactory being at Tajimi-
mura. The art was first introduced from the province of Owari into a village called Kushiri-mura, whence
it spread to different parts of the province. During the seventeenth century the Emperor encouraged the
factory with an order to make some pieces. The produce had been confined to a kind of earthenware
until 1810, when the making of real porcelain was commenced. It is known as Shin-sei, designating "the
new thing." There are still 110 kilns, where is produced porcelain decorated with cobalt under the glaze,
which is somewhat more translucent than that made in the province of Owari. Some of the ware is

decorated with a design similar to that in vogue at Kiyomidzu in Kioto, the western capital of Japan.
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Japan : Its Architecture, Art, and Art Manufactures, Christopher Dresser, 1882
Chapter I

It was 3.15 P.M. before we could start to-day on our excursion to the Mino Potteries, a five hours'
journey. It was dark before we reached our resting-place at Tazimi.

The next morning we were off by 7.30 to the potteries, taking Ichi-no-kura, where the better class of
Mino wares are made, first in order. This village is about two and a half miles distant from Tazimi by
foot-road over the mountains; but as there is a jinrikisha road to it, which is said to be but little longer,
we settle to drive, for we have a hard day before us. It turns out that a mountain spur has to be rounded
before we can reach Ichi-no-kura, and an hour and a half is spent in reaching it. This village is situated
on two sides of a valley where it extends up the hills, just as the potteries of Seto do; and indeed, all the
potteries of Japan seem to be situated on sloping ground.

The Kkilns in these pottery districts are of strange form, and consist of a series of arches with mud
exteriors which rise up the hillside; and many potters burn their wares in the one kiln. In a pottery
district the extent of the manufactures is estimated by the number of its public kilns. The province of
Mino alone has a hundred and fifty kilns.

We first inspected the potteries on the side of the hill dividing Ichi-no-kura from Tazimi. Here we
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found potters making blue and white wares, earthen teapots like those of Banko, sachi cups of many
kinds, Japanese tea-cups and other things, some being well finished and nicely decorated. Here we also
found decorators, not connected with any pottery, who are paid for any work that they may do, and who
often purchase plain wares to decorate and sell.

On the other side of the valley are some excellent potters who make blue and white wares of great
delicacy, and dishes in the form of bent Nelumbium leaves. One man's specialty is eccentricity in shape;
but he produces a perforated ware which has its perforations filled with transparent glaze. This potter is
known in the district by the name of Hechibei, which being interpreted means "funny fellow." Another
manufactures wares that look rather like our "mottled soap," being brown, gray, and white mingled
together in a tortuous and striated manner.

After completing our inspection of the Ichi-no-kura potteries we walked over the hill to Tazimi; and
a delightful walk we had. The day was gloriously fine, yet there was a cool bracing air as the frost last
night was keen. Ascending to the ridge and then turning to the left, we followed the crest of the hill for
about a mile and a half, looking down on a most charming view, as a very forest of mountains extends
to the horizon on all sides; and so we reached Tazimi. The potteries here produce nothing but common
blue-and-white wares of little interest; but we found in one of the dealers a man of great importance in
times gone by, who under the Baronial system had acquired from the Daimi0 of the province the sole
right of selling Mino wares.

Starting at 4.15 on our return journey, we reached Nagoya in less than four hours after having had a

glorious drive.
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Chapter II

The next great seats of the porcelain manufacture are Owari and Mino, where most of the blue-and-white
wares of Japan are made, and both districts produce wares similar both in character and merit.

Seto, a small town in Owari, twelve and a half miles distant from Nagoya, is wholly given up to the porcelain
industry. In it are a number of potters, who all make blue-and-white wares. Some, however, make varieties of
porcelain by no means characteristic of the district. The chief potters are Katd Mokuzayemon, a man who is
said to be assisted with Government money; Kawamoto Masukichi, a prosperous man who has just built himself
a beautiful house; Kawamoto Hansuke, Kato Shigeshiro, and Kato Gosuke, and each of these makes wares of
great excellence.

The Mino potteries are situated in the villages of Tazimi and Ichi-no-kura, about thirty to thirty-five miles
distant from Nagoya; but the better class of Mino wares are made in the latter village.

In Ichi-no-kura there are many potters, but the more important are Katé Shinbei, who is said to be the largest
in the village; Kato Jiwsuke, Kato Kohei, Kato Gosuke (a namesake of the Seto potter), and Kato Kichibei.

Some of these men make wares the drawings on which are characterised by much delicacy. Deep
cups have blue pencil-work upon them which is both minute and tender. On one I see grass, equisetums,

dandelions, and the coranella, drawn with great fidelity to nature, and with almost microscopic minuteness;
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while on many of the sachi cups we have little diaper patterns, both varied and interesting.

As an example of the latter I may mention a specimen by Katd Gosuke, which is decorated both internally and
externally with little diaper patterns. The inside is divided into eight parts by lines radiating from the centre,
and no two sections are filled with the same pattern. The exterior is divided in the same manner into sixteen
parts, and no two of these contain the same diapers. Thus one section is filled with a simple arrangement of
blue-and-white squares in the manner of a chess-board, another with a scale pattern, another with circles
arranged in parallel lines, another with overlapping circles which intersect each other; one contains a key
pattern, one is enriched with a mere checker, one with a pattern founded on the hexagon, and another on
diagonal lines. Others contain diapers based on the square, and, to heighten the pleasant effect produced, every
second division is darker in colour than the intervening one.

While blue-and-white wares, if well manufactured, always look fresh and pleasant, I am not sorry that the
rage for them is passing away. Excessive repetition of anything, be it ever so good, produces monotony. In order
to make blue and white look well in our rooms the decoration must be of a certain character; and no fashion
can be satisfactory which compels us all to treat our houses in a similar manner.

An Englishman's house is his castle; hence it ought to express by its decoration the mind, tastes, and
knowledge of the owner. Were this the case there would be an interest in visiting each other's houses which is
now lacking.

In wishing for the dethronement of blue-and-white I wish no harm to those good potters by whom I was so
kindly received in both Seto and Mino. I am sure that they could make coloured wares novel in character and
excellent in workmanship. At this present moment there are many men, both in Ichi-no-kura and Seto who
devote themselves to the production of things quaint in character and novel in effect. Let them depart still
farther from the beaten track!

If the potters of Owari are in any way suffering from the change in our taste respecting blue-and-white [
should advise them to seek to produce novelties with soft effects of colour. Their present blue might be, to an
extent, maintained, for the love for Japanese porcelain is as great as ever it was, and the desire for novelties
greater.

My visit to these seats of manufacture enables me to illustrate some of the difficulties which any one
attempting to write an exact history of the Japanese ceramic arts must encounter. Thus in Ichi-no-kura I find
one Katd Genjiw making wares resembling those of Banko, and even following the Banko shapes. Then, as to
names, there is here a potter called Kato Kichibei who is known only under the cognomen of Hechibei, which
means funny fellow. The fact that he makes curious wares and grotesque objects, together with the similarity
between his name and the Japanese word hechibei, has caused him to be thus designated.

In the case of Kawamoto Masukichi of Seto there is a difficulty, for his wares are sometimes called by the
name Hansuke, which was the name of his father, a celebrated potter. Yet this man has a brother, whom [ also
visited, who is now the Hansuke. The confusion is obvious.

The fact that the sons do not of necessity take the name of the parent, that the trade name is frequently a
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mere cognomen assumed by the manufacturer, and that this business appellation may be bequeathed to an
apprentice or a son at the option of the parent, renders it most difficult to understand the actual state of things
in a manufacturing district, and without great care confusion is inevitable. In England we should naturally
conclude that a youth who succeeded to the business, who was called by the name of the manufacturer, and
who used the seal or stamp by which the ware is known, was the son. But in Japan it very often happens that
this is not the case. Another element of confusion is introduced by the chief name (that which answers to our
surname) coming first; thus, where they would write Kato Kichibei we should write Kichibei Katd, and where
they would write Kato San we should write Mr. Kato.

In going through the porcelain districts of Seto and Mino I found that some of the potters decorated their
own wares, while others sent them to professional artists to receive patterns. Thus in the village of Tazimi I
purchased a small sachi bottle, decorated in the style of Kaga ware, which had been painted by an artist in the
village; and in Ichi-no-kura I found several men in business for themselves who undertook the painting of any
wares entrusted to them. In Ichi-no-kura one of the chief men thus engaged is Kat6 Hichibei, a namesake of the
"funny fellow."

I also found that much of the better wares from both Seto and Mino were sent to Nagoya to be decorated,
where the two chief artists who undertake this work are Yokoi Sosuke and Suyemoto Suzukichi, the former
being eminent as a painter of gold work on an iron-black ground. But in the Seto district where the manufacture
itself is carried on I did not notice the same number of men employed as professional artists as I did in the

Mino towns.
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